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The Sarasota Bay Water Quality Management Plan (SBWQMP) 
is a regional initiative to develop and implement a watershed 
management plan for Sarasota Bay and its watersheds. It 
balances the goals of restoring natural systems, enhancing 
water quality, ensuring the sustainability of the water supply, 
and protecting against floods while expanding educational 
opportunities. It summarizes past, present, and future 
watershed conditions and contains recommendations for 
activities to help reach management goals and to progress 
toward sustaining and enhancing the health of the watershed. 
It discusses factors that affect water quality in the bay and its 
tributaries and the consequences of degraded water quality 
on natural resources. 
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